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Children to Sr. Teens 
 

12 - Mary McCarty (15) 
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    It was an evening like any other. Ordinary men were 
doing an ordinary job. Shepherds were “keeping watch 
over their flock by night” (Luke 2:8). Was it chilly? Were 
they tired? When angels appeared with news of a Savior, 
had the shepherds been talking about their troubles or 
sharing a good joke? 

 How quickly, how mysteriously, how unexpectedly an  
ordinary night became the turning point of human history. 
How remarkable that God chose to set his great rescue 
plan in motion when only a young couple was paying  
attention and only a few shepherds were awake.  

 God’s work is sometimes so secret we may wonder if 
he’s there or if he cares. The Christmas story tells us that 
God works out breathtaking plans for our lives in the 
dark, often while we’re sleeping or going about our  
ordinary routines.  

*�!������
��8�
���

����� “Let us remember that the Christmas heart is a giving 
heart, a wide open heart that thinks of  others first. The 
birth of the baby Jesus stands as the most significant 
event in all history because it has meant the pouring into a 
sick world of the healing medicine of love which has 
transformed all manner of hearts for almost 2,ooo 
years…. Underneath all the bulging bundles is this  
beating Christmas heart.”  

                                                  —George Matthew Adams 

*�!������
��(
5������

      “Christmas reminds us we are not alone. 
We are not unrelated atoms, bouncing and 
ricocheting amid aliens, but are a part of 
something, which holds and sustains us. As 
we struggle with shopping lists and  
invitations, compounded by December’s bad 
weather, it is good to be reminded that there 
are people in our lives who are worth this  
aggravation, and people to whom we are 
worth the same. Christmas shows us the ties 
that bind us together, threads of love and  
caring, woven in the simplest and strongest 
way within the family.” 

                                     —Donald E. Westlake  
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